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tion involved in musical language, saying that it ' has never been men- 
tioned nor described until now.' However this may be, the process of 
learning to play on a musical instrument does not differ essentially from 
learning to perform any complex skilful act; and such a process has of 
late been subjected to experimental control and abundantly described by 
Swift, Bair, Leuba and others. 

With regard to the cerebral conditions governing musical language 
the writer agrees with the accepted authorities in asserting that the 
musical centers are subcenters of the corresponding areas for verbal lan- 
guage. He bases his statement that they are functionally specialized as 
well as intimately connected with the general language centers on the 
well-known fact that aphasia is sometimes accompanied and sometimes 
unaccompanied by amusia. But he does not canvass the available data 
nor add any new pathological evidence. He also raises the question as 
to how far bimanual instrumental execution and musical language in 
general are controlled by the left hemisphere of the brain, and holds it 
still unproved that such specialization is rigid either for verbal or for 
musical language. He seems unfamiliar with Baldwin's chapters on 
the ' Origin of Bight-Handedness ' and on ' Internal Speech and Song in 
Mental Development ' ; and in general makes no reference to the large 
literature on the function and disorders of speech and to the lesser, but 
respectable, literature on musical imagery. 

The article gives a clear description of the recognized facts of musical 
language, but it presents no new experimental or pathological data, and 
suggests that there is still room for thorough investigation of the subject. 
It assumes that the facts of localization and imagery are simpler and 
more definitely established than the recognized authorities hold them to 
be, and hardly does justice to their functional aspects, either physiolog- 
ical or psychological. Elizabeth Kemper Adams. 

Smith College. 

La ieaute rationelle. G. Bertier. Revue de Philosophie, April, 1906. 
Pp. 409-414. 

This article is a brief statement of the cardinal principles of Souriau's 
'La beaute rationelle,' published in 1904; and any appraisal of it must 
either take the attenuated form of reviewing a review or go back to the 
original treatise. Souriau's main contention is that beauty is not ' merely 
subjective,' a matter of individual sensation, taste and sentiment, but is 
due to the control and organization of these elements by the ' laws of 
reason,' by judgments of universal validity. This organization reveals 
itself to consciousness as evident — immediately manifest — perfection. 
And the essence of perfection resides in the adequate realization of the 
appropriate end. All ends, however, are not of equal esthetic importance. 
That has greatest esthetic value which contributes most fully to the con- 
scious life of man. 

The phraseology employed is so foreign to that of current esthetic theory 
as to give a somewhat quaint and formal tone to both book and article. 
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It carries us back to Kant and even to Aristotle. But we have swung so 
far from an intellectualistic treatment of esthetics that it is no doubt 
salutary to recognize the highly organized character of the esthetic 
experience and the part played by judgment in its upbuilding and con- 
solidation. Souriau's distinction between the subjective and the objective 
is open to criticism, and his use of such terms as ' reason ' and ' senti- 
ment ' suggests an outworn psychology, although he insists that they refer 
not to bare ' faculties,' but to modes of concrete mental operation. Ber- 
tier quotes the schoolmen in support of the view of beauty as perfection, 
inverts Kant's valuation of free and dependent beauty and criticizes his 
treatment of the sublime. Whoever wishes to acquaint himself with 
Souriau's position will do well, however, to get at it at first-hand rather 
than through Bertier's article. Elizabeth Kemper Adams. 

Smith College. 
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